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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL 

Glasgow City Council welcomes the Scottish Government’s national leadership in setting 

further targets for future carbon emissions reductions.   It fully supports national ambitions 

for a greener, more sustainable and low carbon Scotland – which are very much part of the 

City Government’s own vision for a flourishing Glaswegian future.   

The proposed 90% emissions reduction target is very challenging.  However, the Council 

agrees that it is necessary, especially as it follows advice from the Committee on Climate 

Change. The Council and city of Glasgow have made good progress towards their own 

carbon emissions reduction target for 2020.  The latest figures (from 2015) show that 

Glasgow has already met and exceeded its target.   This is good news, but the Council 

acknowledges that it must re-double its efforts and push towards even more challenging 

targets beyond 2020.  This will ensure that Glasgow contributes to national ambitions and 

plays its part in a global context as part of the COP21 commitments made in Paris.  It will 

also help the Council to continue its progress towards a greener, more sustainable city that 

offers a high urban quality of life for residents, visitors and businesses.   

The Council would wish to enter into a dialogue about any additional powers and resources 

which could enable local authorities to implement and enforce meaningful climate action.  

Further guidance on practical case studies, technology and innovation to support emissions 

reduction projects proposed would also be welcomed. 

The Council agrees that the annual emission reduction targets should be in the form of 

percentage reductions from baseline levels, as this would avoid any confusion.   It may be 

useful to refer to absolute figures when allocating resources to carbon reduction projects 

and monitoring progress.   Annual reduction targets should reflect both interim and 2050 

targets.   However, there is some doubt as to the effectiveness of annual targets and it may 

well be that 5 year targets would be a better fit with the ability of organisations to make 

progress and iron out discrepancies across particular years. 

Emission reduction targets should be updated through secondary legislation and in the light 

of advice from the Committee on Climate Change. This secondary legislation should also 

provide local authorities and other public bodies with regulatory powers to enforce the 

legislation locally. 

A low carbon Scotland offers huge benefits for the nation and its people.  It will present 

opportunities for present and future generations to enjoy a higher quality of life, more 

sustainable lifestyles, health benefits and also economic benefits (both for Scotland and 

Glasgow).  

These opportunities can be better realised if an effective awareness raising campaign is in 

place to help change perceptions, attitudes and behaviours at individual and community 
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level. A more holistic and joined up approach across all arms of government and sectors 

would enhance the likelihood of these being achieved - for example, by using the Scottish 

Government's own Place Standard to address climate issues.  Furthermore, additional 

legislation and decentralised powers to Councils need to be considered at national level if 

this vision of a low carbon Scotland is to be realised on a local basis throughout the 

country. 

There are many opportunities for businesses and the private sector from a low carbon 

Scotland.  The Council works closely with the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce and its 

Green Business Network to ensure that these opportunities are highlighted and taken. 

Innovation in funding for low carbon projects and improvements is a key issue which the 

Council would wish to see explored nationally.  The continuing challenge of changing both 

individual and organisational behaviours and cultures towards environmental issues or 

performance also needs to be subject to a renewed set of both national and local 

conversations.  

A long term plan with innovation and clear guidance at its core, together with effective 

awareness raising campaigns and the devolution of further powers to local government, 

would therefore be welcomed as key means to meaningfully address climate change 

locally. 

 


